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Not your mother’s washing machine 
Advancements in home laundry rooms and appliances 

Kennedy-Hahn offers free classes on “hot trends” in laundry on March 27, August 21, November 13 
 
 (March 19, 2007)  – The ever-present laundry room is no longer a cramped, musty space 

where the washer and dryer are hidden away.  Both homebuilders and remodelers have moved 

away from traditional basement laundry areas to multi-function laundry rooms featuring custom 

design and high-end, high-function appliances. 

 Today’s new laundry rooms often feature solid-surface counter spaces for folding and 

sewing, built-in cabinetry for storing detergent and other cleaning supplies, built-in ironing 

stations and custom lighting.  The move is largely driven by innovations in washers and dryers, 

both in terms of appearance and performance.  The hot trend today is front-load laundry, 

available in a multitude of colors and design, all offering both significant energy savings as well as 

improved cleaning.   The long-lasting, extra-quiet washer and dryer units, by manufacturers such 

as LG and GE Appliance, fit most size laundry spaces and are available in full size or compact units.  

Many can be installed side-by-side, built-in or even stacked to save space without sacrificing 

capacity.  Most brands offer pedestals to raise the height of the front load washer and dryer to 

allow more convenient loading and unloading, with the added benefit of additional storage for 

detergents, bleach and fabric softener. 

 Most front-load washers are very energy and water efficient and are Wisconsin Energy Star 

rated. These washers use up to 50% less energy than traditional top load models.   Due to these 

efficiencies, front load washers can literally pay for themselves over the life of the appliance.         
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 In addition to energy savings, front load washers clean better, use less detergent and are 

gentler on your fabrics, extending the life of your garments.  Special settings allow homeowners 

to increases the water temperature to sanitize and kill more than 99% of many common bacteria 

found in home laundry.  Advanced spin cycles extract more water, requiring clothing to spend 

less time in the dryer, being kinder to the fabrics. A wide variety of options are available on both 

the front load washers, as well as their companion dryers, including electronic and hi tech sensors 

to ensure the right level of dryness is achieved, again resulting in a gentler handling of your 

garments. 

 To help homeowners get the most out of their laundry appliances, or to help them make 

an informed purchase decision, Kennedy-Hahn Appliance will offer a free class,  “Energy Efficient 

Appliances: Front-load Laundry,” on Tues., March 27; Tues., August 21; and Tues., November 

13 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  The class will be offered at showrooms in Appleton (1870 N. Casaloma 

Drive); Madison area (5356 King James Way, Fitchburg) Milwaukee area (11728 W. North Avenue, 

Wauwatosa); and Waunakee (604 E. Main Street).  Classes are free, but advanced registration is 

required.  For a complete 2007 class schedule or to register, visit kennedyhahn.com or call toll-

free (866) 850-4100.   
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