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GOING “GREEN” IN THE KITCHEN   

Kennedy-Hahn Appliance offers tips on saving energy and money  
 

 (July 23, 2007)  --- Today, going “green” in the kitchen has nothing to do with your mother’s 1960s 

avocado-colored range and oven.  Homeowners are increasingly becoming aware that kitchens can be 

energy guzzlers and are seeking solutions that both protect the environment and save money. 

 Many are surprised to learn that the typical kitchen refrigerator is second in energy use only to the 

heating and cooling of the home.  Factor in other large appliances like the dishwasher, cooktop and 

washer and dryer, and it is easy to understand why the kitchen contributes so much to your energy bill. 

 Until recently, energy-efficient appliances have not only been challenging to find, but were limited 

in selection and more costly.  Consumer demand for better, more efficient products has changed all that.  

Homeowners no longer have to sacrifice style and sophistication for the energy-efficiency of an eco-

friendly kitchen.   

 “Today’s ‘green’ appliances come in an array of styles and finishes with a variety of features,“ 

remarked Russ Steiner, general manager of Kennedy-Hahn Appliance, with locations in Milwaukee, 

Madison and Appleton.  “We offer a great selection of Energy Star® approved appliances.”  Energy Star® is 

a joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy.   

 Buying an appliance carries two price tags:  the initial purchase price and the cost of its energy and 

water use.  These Energy Star®-rated models use 10 to 50 percent less energy and water than standard 

models thanks to advanced technologies.  The utility savings of an efficient Energy Star® model can more 

than make up for its slightly higher initial cost.  Furthermore, consumers can take advantage of occasional 

special offers, credits and rebates on qualified products from Energy Star® partners.   

 Lower utility bills are not the only benefit of reducing your kitchen’s energy use.  Using less energy 

is good for the environment.  It helps preserve the earth’s finite fossil-fuel resources and reduces 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Here are some tips from the experts at Kennedy-Hahn Appliance to reduce your kitchen’s energy 

consumption: 

 Refrigerators/Freezers: Replace your refrigerator with an Energy Star® qualified model, like those 

from GE Monogram®.  All Monogram® refrigerators, available exclusively in Wisconsin at Kennedy-Hahn, 

are at least 15 percent more energy efficient to operate than other standard models.   
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 To increase efficiency, locate your refrigerator away from a heat source like a dishwasher, range, 

direct sunlight and heating vents.  Leave space between the refrigerator or freezer and walls or cabinets to 

allow for proper air circulation and regular easy cleaning of the condenser coils.   
 Dishwashers:  When it comes to dishwashers, not all Energy Star® rated models are the same in 

efficiency.  Models by Swedish manufacturer ASKO, for example, consume less electricity than other full-

size dishwashers, including other Energy Star® units.  ASKO dishwashers also use less water and detergent 

in the cleaning process than any other brands.  Cleaning your dishes in an ASKO dishwasher is even more 

efficient than hand washing them.  For maximum efficiency, always run a full load of dishes.   

 Cooktops:  Although ranges and ovens are not rated for energy efficiency because all models use 

about the same amount of energy, you can conserve power by incorporating an induction cooktop.  

Utilizing electromagnetism to directly transfer heat through a metal pan and into the food, induction 

cooktops apply 90 percent of the energy produced, compared to traditional gas and electric ranges, which 

use only 55 percent.  Kennedy-Hahn showcases several brands of induction cooktops, including Viking, 

Frigidaire, and Wolf.  Regardless of your cooking appliance, you can conserve energy by using a pot that 

fits your burner, as a small pot on a large burner wastes energy. 

 Laundry:  Most front-load washers are very energy and water efficient and are Wisconsin Energy 

Star® rated and use up to 50 percent less energy than traditional top load models.  They use 18 to 25 

gallons of water per load, compared to the 40 gallons used by a standard machine.  When selecting a new 

front load washer, consider one from LG.  All LG front load washers exceed Energy Star® classifications by a 

minimum of 39 percent.  While dryers are not yet rated for their energy-efficiency, it is important to avoid 

over drying your clothes and to maintain your dryer regularly.  Simply cleaning your lint filter after every 

use will make a difference. 

 To help homeowners get the most out of their appliances, or to help them make an informed 

purchase decision, Kennedy-Hahn Appliance offers  free classes at its showrooms in Appleton (1870 N. 

Casaloma Drive); Madison area (5356 King James Way, Fitchburg) Milwaukee area (11728 W. North Avenue, 

Wauwatosa); and Waunakee (604 E. Main Street).  Classes are free, but advanced registration is required.  

For a complete 2007 class schedule or to register, visit kennedyhahn.com or call toll-free (866) 850-4100.    
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